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of pacifying the partisans of Fremont might, have been
brought into consideration, but it was not the moving
cause; that the President would never have yielded to that,
except under the pressing advisement, or deceptive appeals
and representations of some one to whom he had given his
confidence. "Oh," said Blair, "there is no-doubt Seward
was accessory to this, instigated and stimulated by Weed."
This was the view that presented itself to my mind, the
moment he informed me he was to leave, but on reflection
I am not certain that Chase has not been more influential
than Seward in this matter. In parting with Blair the Pre-
sident parts with a true friend, and he leaves no adviser so
able, bold, sagacious. Honest, truthful, and sincere, he has
been wise, discriminating, and correct. Governor Denni-
son, who is to succeed him, is, I think, a good man, and I
know of no better one to have selected.

Blair has just left me. I was writing and just closing the
preceding page as he called. He says he has written his
resignation and sent it in or rather handed it to the Pre-
sident. The letter from the President which he received
this morning was to him entirely unexpected. But, though
a surprise, he thinks it right and will eventuate well. That
Seward has advised it he does not doubt, though the Pre-
sident does not intimate it. But the President tells him that
Washburne recommended it. Strange if the President is
influenced by so untruthful, unreliable, and mean a man as
Washburne. But Washburne thinks it will help the Pre-
sident among the Germans. The President thinks it is ne-
cessary to conciliate Weed (he might have said Chase also)
who, with his friends, defeated Wadsworth for Governor
two years ago. Such are Blair's conclusions and, I may
add, my own. Yet I cannot but think there must be some-
thing ulterior, for it is unlike the President to dismiss an
acknowledged and true friend, a public officer who has, he
says, discharged his duties well and against whom there is
no complaint. Why, then, is he dismissed or asked to re-
sign, when there is no cause? My impression is that the